Six men had died trying to win the

$25,000 prize. Attempting what had

never been done before: flying a plane,

solo, non-stop, 3,600 miles across the

Atlantic Ocean. On May 20, 1927 at 7:52am,

Charles Lindbergh took off from Roosevelt 1902 - 1974
Field in New York.
He landed in Paris, |
thirty-three hours
later to wildly
cheering crowds
and reporters
surrounding the
runway. Charles
Lindbergh had
made aviation

history. His life ELIGHT EACTS
was forever The plane was hamed to honor the St.
changed. Louis businessmen who had financed the
plane. The 9'10” high and 27’ 8” long
plane had 5 fuel tanks, a 200 hp engine
and traveled 100 mph. The first leg of
the journey, from San Diego to St. Louis,
broke records by being further and faster
than anyone had flown before. To save
fuel the single engine plane did not carry
a radio or a parachute.

Grab a globe or map and fill in the
blanks as you trace Lindbergh’s

most famous flight.

He left from _o _ _ Island,
New York and passed over
Cape _ _ _. He had heavy
raininN__a S_ _t_ _.
At Sunset he flew over
N__f__ _d_an_. While
flyingoverl ___a_d, he
spotted a fishing boat and
flew low to ask directions.
The next country Lindbergh
passed was E_ _| _ _d;

before finally landing in
‘ Paris, F _ __c _.

One week before Lindbergh
graduated from flight school his
plane locked wings with another
plane during a formation flying
exercise. Both pilots were able
to parachute to safety before
the planes crashed. It was the !
first time anyone had survived a <
mid-air collision. B
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Eight-year—old Charles

Lindbergh was playing outside the first time

he saw a plane fly over his Minnesota home.

From that moment a dream was born. Charles was
mechanically gifted and learned to drive at age 11. He
studied engineering at college and soon after traded his
motorcycle for his first plane, “Jenny”. He started out as a
barnstormer, flying from town to town performing arial
stunt shows and selling $5.00 airplane rides.
Always a risk taker, Lindbergh would stand
on the wings of a plane in a daring trick called
wing walking. Later he found work as a crop ey
duster and as an airmail carrier, becoming the==2~
t pilot to deliver mail from St. Louis tJ g
Chicago. He graduated first in his class
from the US Army Air Reserves
becoming an expert at aviation
mechanics and parachute jumping.

Lindbergh married Anne Morrow
in 1929. Anne was the first
American woman to earn a glider
pilot license and often acted as
Charles’ co-pilot and navigator.

Lindbergh had a
special love for
animals and
nature. During his
barnstorming days
a small terrier dog
named Booster,
rode behind the
cockpit. A special

%( L indbergh was everyone’s
hero. Police had to protect his
. plane from souvenir hunters.

The world was obsessed with
their first ever super star.

1 President Ct?olidge awarded him¥ harness kept But not everyone wished the
J \\\\ TheDis Y /’_ Booster from falling . Lindbergh’s well. One night
tinguished = from the plane. in 1932 Anne tucked their young

son to bed in his second story nursery.
Shortly thereafter, the baby was

kidnapped from his crib. A ransom was
demanded and paid. Tragically, one month
later, the murdered body of little Charles Jr.
was found in a wooded area. Eventually the
couple would have 5 more children, but never
again would they enjoy the fame that came
with Lindbergh’s accomplishments.

Flying Medal and the
Congressional Medal of
Honor. The journal Lindbergh
wrote to help keep himself
awake during the long lonely
flight became an instant
bestseller and won a Pulitzer
Prize. Cities across America
had parades in his honor.




